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Abstract of JP2003114902 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
information providing system capable of 
efficiently providing necessary information to a 
user who needs information. SOLUTION: This 
information acquisition assisting server 2 for 
assisting a user to acquire information to be 
provided through a network 10 holds 
information provision assist information and 
user information. The information provision 
assist information is obtained by making title 
picture information to be used by a provider for 
providing information and link information for 
acquiring information to be provided 
corresponding to designated attribute 
information indicating the attribute of a user 
designated as the destination of information 
provision by the provider of the information to 
be provided firom an information providing 
server correspond to the designated attribute 
information. The information acquisition 
assisting server 2 prepares information 
acquisition menu information including the title 
picture information and the link information in 
response to a request from the user terminal 3, 
and transmits the prepared information 
acquisition menu information to the user 
terminal 3. 
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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an information providing system capable of 
efficiently providing necessary information to a user who needs information. 
SOLUTION: This information acquisition assisting server 2 for assisting a user to 
acquire information to be provided through a network 10 holds information provision 
assist information and user information. The information provision assist information 
is obtained by making title picture information to be used by a provider for providing 
information and link information for acquiring information to be provided 
corresponding to designated attribute information indicating the attribute of a user 
designated as the destination of information provision by the provider of the 
information to be provided from an information providing server correspond to the 
designated attribute information. The information acquisition assisting server 2 
prepares information acquisition menu information including the title picture 
information and the link information in response to a request from the user terminal 
3, and transmits the prepared information acquisition menu information to the user 
terminal 3. 
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[0030] The information providing support information 

which the information acquisition support server 2 
retains is the one made by associating a header image 
information which a provider uses for information service, 
5 and a link information for obtaining from the information 
providing server the provided information corresponding 
to the specified attribute information, with a specified 
attribute information indicative of a user attribute 
which the provider of the provided information specifies 

10 as the information providing destination, wherein the 
header image information, the specified attribute 
information, and the link information are transmitted 
and inputted from the provider computer 1 . Moreover, the 
user information which the information acquisition 

15 support server 2 retains is the one made by associating 
the identification information of a user with the 
attribution information and is transmitted and inputted 
from the user terminal apparatus 3. 
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[0031] When there is a send request of an information 

acquisition menu information from the user terminal 
apparatus 3, the information acquisition support server 
2 obtains the user attribution information based on the 
5 user identification information transmitted together^ 
with reference to the user information. Subsequently, 
with reference to the information providing support 
information, the header image information and link 
information are obtained based on the obtained 
10 attribution information. Then, the information 

acquisition menu information is prepared based on a 
combination of the obtained one or more header image 
information and link information. 

[0043] An advertiser who is the provider registers 

15 the information providing support information with the 
information acquisition support server 2 using the 
provider computer 1, in Step 201. At this time, the 
advertiser prepares an attribute-URL corresponding 
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information consisting of a pair of the attribute of a 
user to whom the advertiser wishes to provide an 
advertisement and the URL of a web page for providing 
an information to be provided to the user having this 
attribute, and associates the attribute-URL 
corresponding information with the common header image 
information and transmits this to the information 
acquisition support server 2. The transmitted 
attribute-URL corresponding information, and common 
header image information m are used for preparation of 
the information providing support information in the 
information acquisition support server 2, and the 
prepared information providing support information is 
retained in the information service support server 2. 
[0044 ] At the time of starting to use the user terminal 

apparatus 3, or at the time of executing any application, 
etc., a user can access to the information acquisition 
support server 2 and request to distribute an information 
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acquisition menu information. For example, when there 
is a request to distribute the information acquisition 
menu information from a user having an attribute 1 (Step 
202), the information service support server 2 transmits 
5 to the user terminal apparatus 3 an information 

acquisition menu information including an information 
made by associating a header image information m with 
URLl referring to the information providing support 
information (Step 203). The user terminal apparatus 3 

10 which received the information acquisition menu 

information displays the menu image based on the receiving 
information, so that a user can obtain the advertisement 
information on the page of the corresponding URLl by 
clicking the header image. 

15 [0045] In the same manner, when there is a delivery 

request of information acquisition menu information from 
a user having an attribute 2 (Step 204) , the information 
acquisition menu information including an information 
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made by associating the header image information m with 
URL2 is transmitted to the user terminal apparatus 3 (Step 
205) . Moreover, when there is a delivery request of 
information acquisition menu information from a user 
5 having an attribute 3 (Step 206), the information 

acquisition menu information including an information 
made by associating the header image information m with 
URL3 is transmitted to the user terminal apparatus 3 (Step 
207). However, to a delivery request (Step 208) of 

10 information acquisition menu information from a user 
having an attribute A, the menu information including 
the header image information m is not transmitted. 
[0046] Accordingly, the advertiser can select a user 

to whom the advertiser wishes to provide an advertisement 

15 information according to the user attribute, and also 
an advertisement information to provide may be varied 
for each user attribute. Moreover, a user who is provided 
with an advertisement information can also receive the 
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distribution of information acquisition menu information 
when necessary, and also can obtain an advertisement 
information that matches his/her attribute when the user 
wishes to obtain the advertisement information. In 
addition, in the above description, only distribution 
of information acquisition menu information based on the 
information providing support information having a header 
image information m has been focused, however, if the 
service information of other advertiser is registered 
in advance, the information acquisition menu information 
including the header image information of this advertiser 
is distributed. 

[0055] The advertiser, with the use of the provider 

computer 1, referring to the information displayed on 
the display section 14, will select and determine an 
established attribution information for setting a user 
who is attempting to provide advertisement information, 
and then will write this in the page for registration. 
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For determination of the established attribution 
information, first, a category (area name, age, etc.) 
of an attribute to set is selectively determined (Step 
704), and an attribute value (specific area name, age, 
5 etc.) with respect to this determined category is 

displayed on the display section 14 (Step 705), and the 
attribute value corresponding to the selected category 
is determined with reference to the indication of the 
displayed attribute. Then, the URL of the advertisement 

10 page including the information to be provided to a user 
having the determined attribute is assigned and then the 
attribute-URL corresponding information is prepared and 
written into the page for registration (Step 706) . The 
information to be provided to a user is prepared in the 

15 provider computer 1 or in other providing server 

(including the information acquisition support server 
2 ) , in advance . 
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